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the letter of the law, that was the utmost
that could be said in its favour. All
loyal, all respectable men would do well
to shun its contamination. Who can doubt
that, had the attitude of the other religions
towards authority been different to what
it is, they too would have incurred the
disfavour of Government?
Closely parallel with the action of the
Government against the Arya Samaj is
their attitude towards the Indian National
Congress. The glittering torch which the
one has held up in the domain of religion
the other has kindled in the domain of
politics. The National Congress has
striven to arouse the people from their
servile slumber, to incite them to think
for themselves politically, to criticize the
action or inaction, of Government, to
remedy abuses, and to originate reform.
It is the first-fruits of Western leaven
working in Oriental politics. In fact, it
has done more: it has created politics in
India. To a people accustomed from
immemorial ages to timid submission to
authority and dull acquiescence with in-